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Torrential rains throughout January flooded Bolivia's central agricultural zones, causing chronic
food shortages in some rural areas, according to the Agriculture Ministry. The rains destroyed
recently planted fields and washed out roads and landing strips, completely isolating some
agricultural regions. The heaviest damages were reported in the departments of Santa Cruz, Beni
and Cochabamba, where much of the country's soybean, corn, rice, wheat, cotton, sugar cane, and
potato crops are concentrated. "If the rains continue, we're going to have a national disaster on our
hands, and we'll be forced to import basic grains," said Ernesto Pearanda, spokesperson for the
Agriculture Ministry. In fact, officials say this year's flooding could cause even greater losses than
those suffered in 1992, when heavy rains destroyed an estimated 212,000 metric tons of soybeans
and other crops. According to a recent report by the Eastern Chamber of Agriculture (Camara
Agropecuario del Oriente), last year's floods resulted in about 15,000 agricultural workers losing
their jobs and about US$90 million in direct losses. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 02/01/93)
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